
Christmas 2019 Concert Series  

Thursday, December 5, 7 p.m.  
 St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, Lancaster 
 

Saturday, December 7, 4 p.m. 
 Forest Hills Mennonite Church, Leola 
 

Sunday, December 8, 4 p.m.  
 Highland Presbyterian Church, Lancaster 

 

Spring 2020 Concert Series  

Sunday, April 5, 4 p.m.  
 First Presbyterian Church, Lancaster 
 Prelude Music and Choristers I & II will participate. 
 

Saturday, April 18, 7 p.m.  
 Lancaster Church of the Brethren, Lancaster 
 

Sunday, April 19, 4 p.m. 
 Derry Presbyterian Church, Hershey 
 

Sunday, May 3, 4 p.m.  
 Neffsville Mennonite Church, Lancaster 
 

Sunday, June 7, 7 p.m.  
 Mt. Gretna Tabernacle, Mt. Gretna 
  

Saturday, July 11  
 Singing at Eastern Mennonite Missions Global Fair 
 Hans Herr House, Willow Street 

 

Summer 2020 Tours  

June 10 - 17 
 Concert Choir and Chamber Choir to Alabama, Tennessee, Virginia 
 

Wednesday, June 17, evening 
 Post-tour concert for Concert Choir and Chamber Choir 
 Stony Brook Mennonite Church, York 
 
Auditions 
Schedule an audition for spring 2020: carolandconcertchoir@lancastermennonite.org 
Join Prelude Music or Choristers (non-auditioned): mcclchoirmanager@lancastermennonite.org 
 

 

          Visit us on Facebook and at www.mennonitechildrenschoir.org  
 

           If you do not have use for this program, please place it in the recycling box as you exit. Thanks! 
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Mennonite Children’s Choir of Lancaster 
 
Men’s Ensemble 
There is No Rose of Such Virtue .......................................................................... English 15th Century 
 arr. Marc A. Hafso 
  

There is no rose of such virtue   By that rose we may well see  
As is the rose that bare Jesu;  That he is God in persons three; 
For in this rose contained was heaven  Then leave we all this wordly mirth,  
And earth in little space  And follow we this joyful birth. 
Res miranda        Wonderful thing  Transeamus    Let us follow 
Alleluia. Res miranda. Alleluia.  Pariforma          Equal in form 

 
Concert and Chamber Choirs 
Hope for Resolution ......................................................................... arr. Paul Caldwell and Sean Ivory  
  

Of the Father’s love begotten,  O ye heights of heav’n adore him, 
E’er the worlds began to be.  Angel hosts his praises sing, 
He is Alpha and Omega,  Pow’rs, dominions bow before him, 
He the source, the ending he.  And extol our God and King. 
Of the things that are, that have been,  Let no tongue on earth be silent, 
And that future years shall see,  Ev’ry voice in concert ring 
Evermore and evermore.  Evermore and evermore. 
   
Oh, that birth, forever blessed,  Thula sizwe, ungabokhala,    
When the virgin full of grace,            Nation, do not cry, 
By the Holy Ghost conceiving,  uJehovah wakho uzokunqobela. 
Bare the Saviour of our race.            Jehovah will protect us. 
And the babe, the world’s redeemer,  Inkululeko, sizoyithola, 
First revealed his sacred face,            We will attain freedom. 
Evermore and evermore.  uJehovah wakho uzokunqobela. 
            Jehovah will protect us. 

 
Is He Worthy? .......................................................................................Andrew Peterson and Ben Shive 
 arr. Dan Forrest           
   “Worthy is the Lamb that was slain.” 

   
Do you feel the world is broken? We do.  He is David’s Root, and the Lamb who died  
Do you feel the shadows deepen? We do.  To ransom the slave. 
But do you know that all the dark won’t stop   Is He worthy? Is He worthy of  
The light from getting through? We do.  All blessing and honor and glory? 
Do you wish that you could see it   Is He worthy of this? He is. 
All made new? We do.   
  Does the Father truly love us? He does. 
Is all creation groaning? It is.  Does the Spirit move among us? He does. 
Is a new creation coming? It is.  And does Jesus, our Messiah, 
Is the glory of the Lord to be the   Hold forever those He loves? He does. 
Light within our midst? It is.  Does our God intend to dwell 
Is it good that we remind   Again with us? He does. 
Ourselves of this? It is.   
  From every people and tribe, 
Is anyone worthy? Is anyone whole?  Ev’ry nation and tongue, 
Is anyone able to break the seal   He has made us a kingdom and priests to God,   
And open the scroll?  To reign with the Son. 
The Lion of Judah who conquered the grave,   

 
 

Other Activities 
 
 

Sunday, January 26 
 Do-Re-Mi-Rehearsal Marathon (Carol Choir and Chamber Choir men) 

  

The Do-Re-Mi-Rehearsal Marathon includes five hours of singing, intensive choral 
training, guest clinicians, and vocal music challenges. Singers invite friends and 
family to support the rehearsal marathon. Each dollar encourages singers in their 
choral music growth and strengthens them to be musical leaders in their 
communities. 

 
Sunday, February 2 
 Do-Re-Mi-Rehearsal Marathon (Concert Choir and Chamber Choir ladies) 
 
Thursday, March 26, 7 p.m. 
 Concert at Pleasant View Retirement Community, Manheim 
 
Friday, March 27, 6:30 p.m. 
 Concert Choir singing in Festival of Voices Music for Everyone  
 Location TBD 
 
Sunday, March 29, 6:30 p.m. 
 Men’s Ensemble singing in Men’s Chorus Festival 
 Weaverland Anabaptist Faith Community, East Earl 
 
Thursday, April 2 
 Local Tour Day (Concert and Chamber choirs) to Harrisburg, PA 
 
Friday, April 3 
 Local Tour Day (Carol Choir) to eastern and northern Lancaster County 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Canada 2016 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Congregational Song 
What Child is This? 
  

Carol Choir 
Prepare to Receive Him from Christmas Oratorio .................................................................. J.S. Bach 
  arr. Randolph Currie 
   

Prepare to receive him,    
The promised Messiah,   
The loving and caring, the Savior of all.   

 
Still, Still, Still ..................................................................................................... Traditional Austrian Carol 
  arr. Rupert G. Lang 
  

Still, still, still,  Hush, hush, hush, 
Weil’s Kindlein schlafen will!     The little child wants to sleep! 
Maria tut es nieder singen  Mary sings to him. 
Ihre Keusche Brust dar bringen  Mary feeds him. 
   
Sleep, sleep, sleep,   
He lies in slumber deep.   
All angel voices from heav’n are singing.   
Sweetest songs of joy they are bringing.   

 
 
Mary, Mary ............................................................................................................................... Mary Donnelly 
  arr. George L. O. Strid 
  

O Mary, rock, rock, rock your little baby.  Shepherds travel from far and wide 
Rock your child in the stable tonight.  Just to kneel at the baby’s side. 
O Mary, rock, rock, rock your little baby.   
Rock your baby in the heavenly light.  Holy baby from heav’n above, 
  You have come to offer us peace and love. 
Angels join in the lullaby  Join we now in a song of praise 
As a star shines bright in the winter sky.  On this happiest day of days! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jar Fundraiser Sponsors 
Thank you to these businesses for contributing supplies and gifts specifically for the annual fall jar 
fundraiser. 
 
Agway GR Mitchell True Value Hardware      
Bombergers Martin’s Country Market 
Dutch Way, Gap Oregon Dairy 
Ebeneezer Groceries Shady Maple Farm Market 
Giant Sharp Shopper, Ephrata 
    Elizabethtown Weaver’s Store, Denver 
    Lancaster, Lititz Pk Wegmans, Lancaster 
    Lancaster, Centerville Rd Weis Markets, Lancaster 
    Leola Weiser Market, Lititz 
    Lititz ACE Hardware, Strasburg 
Goods  
     East Earl  
     Ephrata  
     Schafferstown  
     Quarryville  
  



Concert Choir 
Canciones Hispanas ...................................................................................................... arr. Audrey Snyder 
   

  

De Tierra Lejana Venimos  Song of the Wise Men 
Traditional Puerto Rican Carol   
   
De tierra lejana Venimos a verte,  From a distant land we come to see him. 
Nos sirve de guia la Estrella de Oriente.  The Star of the East guides us. 
   
O brillante estrella que anuncias la aurora,  O bright star, you announce the dawn, 
No nos falte nunca tu luz bienhechora  Never cease your benevolent light. 
Gloria en las alturas al Hijo de Dios,  Glory in the highest to the Son of God, 
Gloria en las alturas y en la tierra amor.  Glory in the highest and love on earth. 
   
De tierra lejana Venimos a verte,  From a distant land we come to see him, 
Niño del cielo.     Child of heaven. 
   

Fum, Fum, Fum  Fum, Fum, Fum 
Traditional Catalonian Carol   

   

Vienticinco de diciembre,     December 25th 
Fum, fum, fum.     Fum, fum, fum 
   
Nacido ha por nuestro amor     Born for love of us 
El Niño Dios, el Niño Dios;     The God-Child, the God-Child; 
Hoy de la Virgen Maria  Born today of the virgin Mary 
En esta noche tan fría,     On so cold a night. 
Fum, fum, fum.  Fum, fum, fum. 
   
Canta vien a la celebración.  Sing in celebration. 
Regocijate, el mundo celebra.  Rejoice, the world celebrates. 

 
Gesu Bambino .............................................................................................................................. Pietro A. Yon 
   

When blossoms flowered   Again the heart with rapture glows  
‘Mid the snows upon a winter night,  To greet the holy night 
Was born the child the Christmas Rose,   That gave the world its Christmas Rose,  
The King of Love and Light.  Its King of Love and Light. 
The angels sang, the shepherds sang,   Let ev’ry voice acclaim His name, 
The grateful earth rejoiced,  The grateful chorus swell. 
And at His blessed birth the stars  From paradise to earth He came  
Their exultation voiced.  That we with Him might dwell. 
   
O come let us adore Him.   
Christ the Lord.   

 
 
Go Where I Send Thee! ...................................................................................................... Gospel Spiritual 
  arr. Paul Caldwell and Sean Ivory
  
    

Children, go where I send thee!  Seven for the day God laid down his head, 
How shall I send thee?  Six for the days when the world was fixed, 
I’m gonna send thee twelve by twelve:  Five for the bread they did divide, 
Twelve for the twelve disciples,  Four for the gospel writers, 
‘Leven of them singin’ in heaven,  Three for the Hebrew children, 
Ten for the ten commandments,  Two for Paul and Silas, 
Nine for the angel choirs divine,  One for the little bitty baby, 
Eight for the eight the flood couldn’t take,  The baby boy, born in Bethlehem. 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Offering 
Your generosity creates high caliber music, develops leaders, nurtures faith, and builds 
confidence for MCCL singers. Thank you for investing in the choral arts, which in turn, 
inspires the community. Please make your check payable to LMS/MCCL and write MCCL 
on the memo line. Gifts of $25 and greater are receipted. Thank you! 
 
Women’s Ensemble 
I Wanna Be Ready ................................................................ arr. Rosephanye Powell, William Powell 
  
  

I wanna be ready,   If you get to heaven before I do, 
To walk in Jerusalem jus’ like John.  Tell all of my friends I’m coming too.  
   
My feet stand steady,  O John, O John, now didn’t you say 
To walk in Jerusalem jus’ like John.    That you’d be there on that great day. 
   
John said that Jerusalem was four square.  Now some came crippled and some came lame, 
I hope, good Lord, to meet you there.  And some came walking in Jesus’ name. 

 
Chamber Choir 
Every Stone Shall Cry .................................................. music by Will Todd; text by Richard Wilbur 
 

A stable lamp is lighted   Yet He shall be forsaken  
Whose glow shall wake the sky;  And yielded up to die. 
The stars shall bend their voices  The sky shall groan and darken  
And ev’ry stone shall cry.  And ev’ry stone shall cry. 
And ev’ry stone shall cry,  And ev’ry stone shall cry,  
And straw like gold will shine;  For stony hearts of men; 
A barn shall harbour heaven   God’s blood upon the spearhead,  
And an oxen stall become a shrine.  God’s love refused again. 
   
This child through David’s city   But now as at the ending  
Shall ride in triumph by.  The low is lifted high. 
The palm shall strew it’s branches,   The stars shall bend their voices  
And ev’ry stone shall cry.  And ev’ry stone shall cry. 
And ev’ry stone shall cry, though heavy,   And ev’ry stone shall cry  
Dull and dumb,  In praises for the child 
And lie within the roadway to pave   by whose descent among us  
His kingdom come.  The world was reconciled. 

 
Walk in the Light ............................................................................................................................. Traditional 
  arr. André Thomas 
   

We’ll walk in the light, beautiful light,  Glory to the newborn King, 
Come where the dewdrops   Jesus, the Light of the world.  
Of mercy shine bright.   
Shine all around us by day and by night,  Hail the heav’n born Prince of Peace! 
Jesus, the Light of the world.  Jesus, the Light of the world; 
  Christ, the everlasting Lord! 
Hark! the herald angels sing,  Jesus, the Light of the world. 
Jesus, the Light of the world.   

 
 
 
 
 



Congregational Song 
Oh, Beautiful Star of Bethlehem 
 
 
 

Carol, Concert, and Chamber Choirs 
The Gift of Love ..................................................................................... Maxcine Woodbridge Posegate 
   

  
Little Jesus lay on the sweet smelling hay  At the dazzling sight, 
While angels watched from above;  Where God sent His Gift of Love. 
And the stars looked down    
On the sleeping town  “Fear thou not,  
Where God sent His Gift of Love.  For this One is the Father’s dear Son, 
  Who is come down to earth from above.” 
Shepherds out on the hill   Then with joy did they go to the manger low, 
Where sheep lay so still  Where God sent His Gift of Love. 
Heard the angels singing above;   
And they trembled with fright    

 
 

 
Silent Night for all the World ...................................................... Franz Grüber and Pepper Choplin 
  

Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht,  Silent night, holy night 
Alles schläft; einsam wacht  All is calm, all is bright 
Nur das traute hochheilige Paar.  Round yon virgin, mother and child, 
Holder Knabe im lockingen Haar,  Holy infant so tender and mild. 
Schlaf in himmlischer Ruh!  Sleep in heavenly peace. 
   
Noche de paz, noche de amor,  The world is singing of a silent night 
Todo duerme derredor.  And dreaming of a holy night 
Entre sus astros que esparcen su luz,  When sounds of battle fade into the calm, 
Bella nunciando al niñito Jesus.;  And clouds of war  
Brilla la estrella de paz,  Will clear until the sky is bright. 
  And all will gather  
Koyohan pam, Korukhan pam,  To see the beauty of the child 
Odume muthin pam.  Whose perfect love has the pow’r to reconcile, 
Chuui pumo anjaso  To bring peace to the jungle  
Kamsa kido turilttae.  And the desert and ev’ry city street 
Agi chalto chanda,  ‘Til ev’ry child of the world  
  May safely fall asleep, 
  ‘Til ev’ry child  
  May safely fall asleep in heavenly peace. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Individual Sponsors  
 

Upbeat continued 
Bonnie Benjamin  
Monica and Matt Carlson 

 Donna Cross 
 Gerald and Denise Davis 

Angela Deitzel 
Joyce Doster 

 Doug and Margaret 
Ali Evans 
Elaine Farrell 

 John and Tammy Fisher 
Mary Ann Fisher 

 Earl and Sandra Geib 
 Bree and Michael Gillespie 
 Anne and Dave Gossage 
 Justine Green 
 James and Lorrie Grosh 
 Mr. and Mrs. Mark Grubb 

Betty Hackman 
 Carole Holden 

Nathan Horst 
David Huizing 

 Drew and Deanne Johnson 
 Susan Joyce and Cherisse Bandy 
 Earl and Evie Landis 
 Nancy Landis 
 Ivan and Mary Ellen Leaman 
 Livengood Safety Training, LLC 

Anna and John Locke 
 Elizabeth Mang 

Leonard Marsch 
Fannie Martin 
Nelson and Anna Mae Martin 
Ernest Mast  

 Joe and Sharon McCartney 
 Alan and Kathy Miller 
 Lois and John Miller 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fa $500+; Mi $250+; Re $100+; Do $50+; Upbeat: under $50 
 

Donor list represents giving from November 10, 2018 through November 22, 2019. If your 
name is misspelled or inadvertently omitted, please accept our sincere apologies and 
contact us at mcclchoirmanager@lancastermennonite.org or 717-455-7025 so we may 
correct our records. Thank you. 
 

Your Support is Appreciated 
Only a portion of the annual operating cost is covered by tuition. Your tax-deductible 
donation is greatly appreciated! Please make your check payable to LMS/MCCL and write 
MCCL on the memo line. Gifts of $25 and greater are receipted. 
                     MCCL 
                     PO Box 10984 
                     Lancaster, PA 17605 
Gifts to MCCL will be recognized in concert programs annually. If you would like your gift 
to remain anonymous, please write ‘MCCL-anonymous’ on the memo line. 
  

 

 Nicole Moore 
 Brad and Jen Nevil 

Rebecca Nolt 
Al and Shelah Nyveldt 
Betty Ober 
Paul and Julie Peachey 

 Carol Phillips 
Elijah Pierce 

 David Regensburger 
 Robert and Melody Reigh 

Jeanette Rice 
Earl Roschel 

 Skip and Sandra Roschel 
 Daniel Sauder 
 Kas Sensenig 

Linda Shelly 
Lester and Rebecca Siegrist 

 Regina and Daniel Siegrist 
 Jim and Joyce Sneddon 
 Demi and Caelan Spitko-Lind 

Matt and Leslie Spurrier 
Melody Stahl 
Marsha and Jon Stanley 

 Bruce and Norma Stauffer 
 Meade and Michelle Stoner 
 Garth and Karen Story 
 Samantha Thamavong 
 Dick and Joyce Thomas 

John Waddell 
 Lee and Sharon Warren 
 Karl and Karen Wenger 

Larry Wenger 
Westgate Family 
Charlie and Chris Wingard 
A. Glenn and Betty Zimmerman 
Richard and Ethel Zimmerman 
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Individual Sponsors  
 

 Do 
 Anonymous (31) 

Frank and Elizabeth Soto Albrecht 
 Ruth Alger 
 Jean Arata 
 Chris and Juli Arnold 
 Rhoda Atzeff 
 Alex Baer 
 Elva Bare 
 Tom and Karen Beachy 
 Matt and Kelli Bechtel 
 Andrew and Emily Bigelow 

David Bomberger 
 Jim and Linda Bowman 
 Jonathan and Beth Bowman 

Jerry and Mary Beth Bozman 
 Cheryl and Timothy Braun 

Lawrence and Judith Brenneman 

Vickie Brown 
 Roger and Catherine Brown 

Bob and Sandy Brubaker 
Jeremy and Laura Brubaker 
John and Mim Buckwalter 
Michael and Rachael Charles 

 William and Sue Cox 
Judi Crain 

 Tim and Gene Dellett 
 Abram and Karen Diffenbach 
 Dave and Nancy Eberly 

Miriam Eberly 
Al and Sally Forsht 

 Michael and Desiree Forte 
Todd Garber 

 John and Norma Gehman 
 Danita Good 
 Ron Guenther 
 Gerald and Carol Henry 

Floyd W. High 
 Ken and Rosene Hollinger 

A. Rozanne Hoover 
Adrienne Hopper 

 Louetta Horst 
Randy and Sandy Hosler 
Toshi and Beth Imchen 
Charles JangDhari Family Chiropractic 
Margaret and Samuel Weaver Johnson 
Shawn and Dawn Keeny 
Roger and Carol Kennett 
The Kilians 
Jeremy and Leisl Knauer 
Richard and Janis Landes 
Charles Landis 
Steven and Judy Landis 
Elizabeth Lavendar 
Tim and Jen Leaman 
Keith and Debbie Lewis 
Granddaddy and Grandma Locke 

 

Guest Artist 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Instrumentalists 
 

Percussion Jeff Rettew 
 
Violin Angela Lansinger 

 
 
Special thanks to: 

● Parents and families who volunteer their time, encourage their children, and faithfully 
transport them to MCCL functions 

● Chris Freeman, music librarian  
● Kay and Silvanus Martin, volunteer bus drivers 
● Lancaster Mennonite School administration and staff 
● Blossom Hill Mennonite Church and Neffsville Mennonite Church for rental space 
● Landis Valley Christian Fellowship for meeting space 

 
 
 
 

Lamar and Janice Long 
Richard and Mary Low 
Velma Magill 
Chad and Joanne Martin 
Marlin and Wanda Martin 
Mark and Beth McCollom 
Pat and Betty McGuire 
Ella Mae Mellinger 
Ann Miller 
Daniel and Linda Miller 
Ralph and Bonnie Miller 
Don and Sharon Neff 
Matthew and Phillip Neiswender 
David and Patti Noah 
David K. and Sarah R. Noah 
Vincent and Yaury Pagano 
Amos Petersheim 
Mary Helen Petry 
Ken and Mary Pierce 
David and Elaine Ressler 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Ringler 
Freida N. Roberson 
Clavin and Donna Roggie 
Susan and Ralph Rothenberger 
Mel Thomas and Geneva Rufenacht 
Clair and Nancy Sauder 
David and Joanne Sauder 
Dean and Doris Sauder 
Elaine Severein 
John and Susan Shaffer 
Gerald and Ethel Shank 
Richard and Jewel Showalter 
Mark and Kirsten Snyder 
Bonnie and Ron Stauffer 
John and Cathy Stauffer 
Gary and Orpha Stevens 
Jonathan and Tricia Stoltzfus 
Leroy and Pauline Stoltzfus 
David and Shelby Swartley 
Ernest and Rachel Swartzentruber 
Kevin T. Sypier Remodeling 
Jannat and Francisco Veras 
John Watson 
Linford and Barbara Weaver 
Mark and Kathy Wenger 
Philip Wenger and Steve Dinnocenti 
Eric and Pam Wengert 
Mark and Pam Williams 
Steven Zook 
Abraham and Mary Zuniga 

 
Upbeat 

Anonymous (50) 
Aske Family 
Mary Baer 
Linda Bean 

  
 
 
 

Sherrie Pratt  
A native of Cleveland, Ohio, Pratt is a singer and 
actress who gained acclaim and outstanding 
recognition in New York City as a featured soloist 
with the Boys Choir of Harlem. She performed 
Poulenc’s Gloria at Aaron Davis Hall and was 
featured soloist within the Ebony Ecumenical 
Ensemble record of Dr. James Forbes Love My 
Children.   
 
Embraced by the Mennonite World Conference, 
Pratt has been a special soloist at conferences in the 
cities of Strasbourg, Wichita, Edmonton and 
Harrisburg where she performed with the Mennonite 
Children’s Choir of Lancaster. A favorite to the 
Lancaster Mennonite Community for 30 years, her 
inspiring performance of spirituals and hymns 
warmed the hearts of many at the 100 year 
anniversary celebration of the Mennonite Historical 
Society in 2013. She sang in the Christmas Concert 
Series 2011 of the Mennonite Children’s Choir of 
Lancaster and in the Celebration of Hope and Healing 
benefit concert with MCCL Chamber Choir in 2015. 
At the People’s Place in Intercourse, Pennsylvania 
she performed the role of Mary for several seasons in 
its production of the Nativity.  
 

 
 

Pratt studied voice and graduated from Baldwin Wallace College in Berea, Ohio where she minored in 
voice and held a dual major in Elementary Education and Science. She earned her Doctorate in 
Organization and Leadership from Teacher’s College at Columbia University. Thankful for a loving 
husband and three gifted young adult sons, Pratt currently resides in Harlem and testifies, “To God be 
the glory for the things he has done.”  

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Individual Sponsors  
Thank you to these individuals who support the choir's mission to train children and youth 
to glorify Jesus Christ through excellent choral singing. 

 
 Fa 

Anonymous 
John and Sue Baker 
Josh and Rosemary Blessing 
Todd and Maria Bowman 
James and Beth Leaman 
Merv and MaryLou Sauder 
Michael Walmer and Elizabeth Masciale-Walmer 
Randy and Meredith Aul Westgate  

 
Mi 

Anonymous 
Loine Bert 
Nancy and Larry Bieber 
Terry and Linda Blessing 
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Brown 
Les and Marian Denglinger 
Daryl and Cheryl Eshleman 
Al and Darlene Hein 
Josiah Heisey 
Randall Justice and Cheryl Zook Justice 
Gerry and Donna Keener 

 Lester and Judy Landis 
Diana and Thomas Locke 

 Lamar and Patricia Strong Myers 
Jonel and Steve Ness 
Paul and Susan Pearce 
Kenny and Rachel Pellman 
Neal and Jewel Sensenig 
Thomas White 

 
Re 
 Anonymous (25) 

Harlan and Jean Anders 
Karen Anderson 
Elizabeth Ayers 
Davco Advertising Inc.  
      (Reggie and Jesse Fisher Team) 
Dave and Paulie Bird 
Joyce M. Bomberger 
Laura Bomberger 
Derick and Jen Brubaker 
Roy and Ada Burkhart 
Jon and Lyn Carlson 
Cavanaugh Family 
Miriam and David Charles 
Esther and Paul Clymer 
Constable Family  
Annie Donnelly 
Glenn and Jennifer Esh 
Leon and Melba Eshleman 
Tom and Jennifer Eshleman 
Sally and Al Forsht 
Mildred Gehman 
Sandra Gehman 
 

Concert Choir 

 

Ava Bird Lauren Keeny Katherine Metzler Ben Schnabel 

Jared Bowman Maria Kelly Caleb Nolt Paw Shee 

Nathan Bowman Caleb Kreider Hendrik Nolt Gavin Shenk 

Ava Burkins Rachel Landes Bria Nyveldt Ryan Smoker 

Lexi Cox Seth Lantz Sam Petry Ethan Sommers 

Katie Denlinger Luda Lozada May Shee Hta Poe Alejandro Veras 

Kyle Denlinger Malloree Marshall Charity Reist Arturo Veras 

Anna Gail Fenn Katrina Martin Catherine Repkoe Noah Weaver 

Julia Fisher Micah Martin James Rothenberger Sophia Wenger 

Jaiden Horst Tirza Martin Jared Rothenberger  

Kyler Horst Zayd Mattar Paw Eh Say  

Carol Choir 
 

Bromna Baunee Naw Definite Prentice Martin Grace Thasu 

Simon Bird Anika Horst Nya Mattar Miranda Veras 

Joelyn Blessing Kya Horst Hugh Nolt Lily Weaver 

Meiryn Brady Jakob Kehler Vincent Pagano Ethan Weaver 

Noelle Brubaker Lukas Kehler Elijah Pierce Toby Weaver 

Collette Carlson Paw Shee Lah Tha Blay Htoo Say Mia Wenger 

Micah Carlson Jeremy Lo Ywar Shee Rakela Zguri 

Ni Gay Char Ashlyn Martin Meredith Shoff Ayrika Zook 

Delaney Cox Caleb Martin  Michael Shoff  

Landry Cox Katurah Martin Kate Stuart  

Chamber Choir 
 

Soprano Alto Tenor Bass 

Leah Bowman Kira Denlinger Aaron Hershey Dawson Freeman 

Tessa Locke Hannah Lapp Corbin Horst Josiah Gingrich 

Maddalena Masciale- Moriah Lapp Daniel Lantz Seth Hake 

      Walmer Abrianna Nissley Auguste Nolt Josiah Kerr 

Elizabeth Nyveldt Sarah Nolt Alex Petry Dylan Leed 

Mi Mi Poe Ler Shee  Micah Sauder 

Becca Sauder Joanna Story   

Deanna Smoker    

Madison Watson    

Rosie Westgate    

    

Jeff and Julie Gemmell 
Nina and Craig Harnish 
Dave and Linda Helmus 
Daniel Hershey 
Calvin and Janet High 
Jonathan and Danielle Hofstetter 
Glenn and Janet Horst 
Harlan and Janelle Horst 
George and Jean Hurst 
Mark and Alesia Jarrad 
Miriam Kachel 
Jim and Faye Keener 
Arlene King 
Charles and Sara Jane Landis 
Peter and Eileen Laurence 
Dwain and Audrey Livengood 
Jeffrey and Anne Martin 
Lee Roy and Ann Martin 
Mel and Shirley Martin 
Noah and Janae Martin 
Steve and Sheryl Martin 
Harold and Ruth Mast 
Joanne McNalley 
Jonathan and Ann Metzler 
Myron and Doreen Miller 
John and Lois Minnich 
North Group Consultants 
Roger and Carolyn North 
Salvatore and Maureen Pagano 
Dale and Carol Pepper 
Arlan and Dori Preheim 
Larry and Carol Rohrer 
Suzanna Root 
Kathleen Salmon 
Galen and Twila Sauder 
Matt and Jen Sauder 
R. Clair and Doris Sauder 
Drs. Hilda Shirk and Wes Farmer 
J. Donald and Joanne Siegrist 
Paul and Carolyn Snader 
Dean and Marcia Stoesz 
Mark and Jill Story 
         in memory of Rev. Timothy P. Story 
Alvin and Elaine Swartzentruber 
Steve and Joy VanPelt 
Kay F. Watson 
Keith and Joanne Weaver 
Chester Wenger 
Nelson and Jean Wengert 
Betty Good-White and Don White 
Sarah Wingard 
Galen and Edith Zook 
 

 
  
  
  
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Artistic Staff 

 

Rosemary Siegrist Blessing 
Artistic Director, Chamber Choir 
Rosemary holds degrees in piano performance and business administration from Eastern 
Mennonite University and has pursued graduate study in choral music. She maintains a private 
piano studio and teaches piano at Franklin and Marshall College. Rosemary is an active pianist in 
the Lancaster area, having accompanied various choral groups and currently plays with the Allegro 
Orchestra.  She is a founding member of the Beyond Ourselves chamber ensemble, a project pairing 
music and social justice, with annual benefit concerts promoting and supporting the global work of 
Mennonite Central Committee. Rosemary and her husband, Josh, attend Landis Valley Christian 
Fellowship with their two young children. 

 Monica Hochstedler Carlson 
Director, Prelude Music / Assistant Choir Manager 
Carlson holds a Masters of Music in Piano Pedagogy and Performance from Westminster Choir 
College and a Bachelor of Arts in Music Education from Goshen College. Carlson formerly taught 
music in public schools as well as at Eastern Mennonite Elementary School in Harrisonburg, 
Virginia. She served as a private piano instructor at Shenandoah Valley Preparatory Music and 
Woodberry Forest School and was an instructor at Red Wing Academy. Carlson has Kodaly and 
Dalcroze training.  Administratively, Carlson served as operations manager at a children’s museum 
in Harrisonburg, VA and has performed administrative tasks and program coordination in several 
different work positions as well as with her church.  

 Jonathan Shoff 
Director, Men’s Ensemble / Accompanist, Chamber Choir  
Shoff earned his Bachelor of Science in Music Education from Millersville University with a 
concentration in piano and a minor in voice. He also holds a Master of Music from West Chester 
University. Jonathan teaches elementary school music in the School District of Lancaster. He 
teaches private instrumental and voice lessons and serves as artistic director for the Music For 
Everyone Lancaster Community Chorus. Along with his wife and their three children, he worships 
at Lancaster Alliance Church. 
 
 

 Melody Stahl 
Director, Choristers I & II 
Stahl holds a Bachelor of Science in Music Education with a focus in piano from Millersville 
University. Her undergraduate involvement included serving as a Music Research Fellow and as 
accompanist for the University Choir. She also served as supervisor for the Pre-college Program 
associated with Lancaster Mennonite School. Stahl is an MCCL alumna who sang for eight years, 
experiencing Carol, Concert, and Chamber choirs.  

 
 

 Sarah Wingard 
Director, Carol and Concert Choirs 
Wingard earned her Bachelor of Science in music education from Messiah College with a 
concentration in voice and extensive study in piano. Growing up in Virginia, Sarah gained early 
musical experience singing with the nationally acclaimed Shenandoah Valley Children’s Choir. 
Sarah teaches elementary music at the Locust Grove campus of Lancaster Mennonite School. In 
addition to helping with local music camps and events, Sarah teaches private voice lessons. 
Wingard also sings and regularly solos with the Susquehanna Chorale.  

 

Sharon Ho 
Accompanist, Carol and Concert Choirs  
Sharon graduated from Millersville University with a Bachelor of Science in Music Education and a 
Bachelor of Arts in Music Performance. She teaches elementary orchestra at Conestoga Valley 
School District. Sharon also teaches piano lessons at Linden Hall School and the Lancaster 
Conservatory of Music. She has been featured as a soloist with the Pennsylvania Academy of Music 
Orchestra, Hershey Symphony Orchestra, and Millersville University Orchestra. Sharon has 
accompanied for various vocal and instrumental soloists, pit orchestras, and choirs of all ages. 



Other Staff  

 Maria Bowman, Interim Managing Director, Choir Manager 

 Monica Hochstedler Carlson, Choir Manager Assistant 

 Donna Hershey, Bookkeeper 

 Olivia Imchen, Choristers II and Prelude Music Assistant 

 Audrey Livengood, Communications and Marketing Manager 
  
Student Rehearsal Assistants (Volunteer) 

 Carol Choir    Choristers I    
 Leah Bowman   Rosie Westgate   
 Tirza Martin 
 Catherine Repkoe 
 
Parent Rehearsal Assistants (Volunteer) 

Carol Choir Concert Choir   
Addie Bird Dawn Kaczor   
Sue Cox Marilyn Martin  
Yaury Pagano Tetyana Mukomel 
Letitia Weaver 

  
Advisory Board  

Jewel Sensenig, president  Noah Martin 
Diana Locke, secretary  Lauren Pierce 
Lamar Myers, treasurer  Dean Sauder 
Jeremy Brubaker  Jannat Veras 
Lyn Carlson  Dr. Randy Westgate 
Dr. Jeffrey Gemmell   

 

Contact Information 

Rosemary Siegrist Blessing  
Chamber Choir and Men’s Ensemble  
chamberchoir@lancastermennonite.org  
  
Sarah Wingard  
Carol Choir and Concert Choir  
carolandconcertchoir@lancastermennonite.org  
  
Maria Bowman  
Prelude Music and Choristers  
Information on booking MCCL  
mcclchoirmanager@lancastermennonite.org  
  
www.mennonitechildrenschoir.org  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.markmartinmotors.com 

Specializing in like new low mileage trucks, cars, and SUVs 

 

http://www.mennonitechildrenschoir.org/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mission 
. . . training children and youth to glorify Jesus Christ through excellent choral singing. 

 
Vision 

We will develop musical excellence and discipline in children and youth, equipping them 
for a lifetime of worship and service to the Christian community. 
 
We will pass on our singing heritage through Christ-centered repertoire that affirms 
Anabaptist beliefs and reflects the musical diversity of the church around the world and 
through time. 

 
 

Who We Are 

The Mennonite Children’s Choir of Lancaster is a program of Lancaster Mennonite 
School. MCCL is composed of three auditioned choirs and two programs: 

  Carol Choir  grades 2-5  

  Concert Choir grades 6-8 

  Chamber Choir grades 9-12 

  Prelude Music kindergarten - grade 1 

  Choristers I & II grades 2-8  

 
We invite singers and families whose personal mission and vision align with ours to join 
us next season. Please contact one of the directors to schedule an audition or the 
administrative assistant to schedule a concert. 

 

History 
Founded in 1998, the Mennonite Children’s Choir of Lancaster began as a choir of 31 
singers under the direction of artistic director Patricia Strong Myers. Since then, the 
program has grown to include auditioned and non-auditioned choral opportunities for 
over 140 children and youth in kindergarten through grade 12. The singers represent a 
variety of churches, schools, and communities across Lancaster, Lebanon, and Chester 
counties. They gather on Tuesday evenings from August through May to participate in 
rigorous classes and rehearsals to prepare for sharing times and a Christmas and spring 
concert series. 
  
In addition to the bi-annual concert series, the choirs collaborate with other arts 
organizations, participate in benefit concerts, and share music with schools and other 
community organizations. Annual summer tours have provided opportunities for 
national (Florida, Georgia, Indiana, Michigan, New York, North Carolina, Ohio, Virginia, 
Washington DC) and international (Canada, Germany, Albania, Bulgaria, Indonesia) 
travel and ministry. The choir has also had the privilege of singing at events such as 
Mennonite World Conference in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, local church conference 
events, Eastern Mennonite Mission events, Mennonite Central Committee benefit 
concerts and local school chapel services. In addition, the choir has enjoyed connecting 
with the local community by singing at locations such as retirement communities, 
Lancaster Central Market, Park City Center, Lancaster Barnstormers and Music for 
Everyone in Lancaster City. Only a portion of the annual operating cost is covered by 
tuition. Donations, offerings, and fundraisers provide additional funding.   

Business Sponsors 
Thank you to these business sponsors who support the choir’s mission to train children and 
youth to glorify Jesus Christ through excellent choral singing. Donor list is current as of 
November 22, 2019. 
 
Presto, sprinting with us  Andante, walking with us 
 Friend of MCCL   Bank of Bird-in-Hand 
 Lancaster Mennonite School   Everence 
 Mark Martin Motors   Gehman Accounting 
    Gingrich Builders 
Allegro, running with us   Goodville Mutual 
         Pine Tree Motors   Landis Homes 
    Longview Structures 
Allegretto, skipping with us   Martin Tree Service 
 Eastern Mennonite Missions   Pagano & Associates 
 University Music   Smucker Company 
    The Old Country Store 
     
Presto $3,000+; Allegro $1,500+; Allegretto $1,000+; Andante $500+ 
 

If you are interested in partnering with MCCL, please contact the choir manager at 
mcclchoirmanager@lancastermennonite.org.  
 

mailto:mcclchoirmanager@lancastermennonite.org


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


